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Welcome Letter
Dear Sirs,

We are delighted to welcome you to the “6th Symposium on Advances in Cancer Immunology and Immu-

notherapy” which this year will take place as a web conference, due to the current situation of COVID-19 

pandemic.

Our main objectives are to gather, share and exchange experiences and ideas, translate and extend this 

knowledge to the clinic, promote interactions between speakers and participants and encourage stimulating 

discussions, provide network opportunities and stimulate new collaborations. 

On behalf of the Organizing Committee, we are honored to “virtually” have you amongst us.

Best Regards,

The Organizing Committee Chairs,

Organizing - Scientific Committee

C. N. Baxevanis (GR)

V. Georgoulias (GR)

A. Kotsakis (GR)

O. Tsitsilonis (GR)

Athanasios Kotsakis

MD, PhD, Associate Professor 
of Medical Oncology, School of Medicine, 

University of Thessaly, 
General University Hospital of Larissa 

Ourania Tsitsilonis

Professor in Immunology, 
Dept. of Animal and Human Physiology, 
Faculty of Biology, University of Athens, 

Greece

Constantinos N. Baxevanis

Scientific Director, 
Cancer Immunology and 
Immunotherapy Center 

“Agios Savvas” Hospital, Athens, Greece
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Thursday, December 3rd, 2020
11.00-12.30	 Session 1: Innate immunity for Cancer Immunotherapy		
	 Chairs: M. Avgeris (GR), E. Stratikos (GR) 

	 11.00-11.30	 NK cells in tumor therapy	 L. Moretta (IT)	
	 11.30-12.00	 NK, Gamma-delta, and T: May the force be with you	 P.T. Straten (DK)	
	 12.00-12.30	 Exosomes facilitate the switch from innate to adaptive immunity	 T. Katsila (GR)

12.30-12.40	 B r e a k           

12.40-14.10	 Session 2: Novel Biomarkers for Cancer Immunotherapy		
	 Chairs: G. Curigliano (IT), I. Kostopoulos (GR)

	 12.40-13.10	 Distinct immune signatures correlate with prognostication,	 	
		  treatment responses and MRD status in Multiple Myeloma	 I. Kostopoulos (GR)	
	 13.10-13.40	 Non-coding RNAs: Role and clinical utility in cancer immunity 	 	
		  and immunotherapy	 M. Avgeris (GR)	
	 13.40-14.10	 New targets for the immunotherapeutic treatment of paediatric 		
		  and adult acute myeloid leukaemia	 B. Guinn (GB)

14.10-14.30	 B r e a k

14.30-16.00	 Session 3: Tumor Immunology (I)		
	 Chairs: B. Guinn (GB), A. Mouzaki (GR) 

	 14.30-15.00	 Novel immune checkpoints discovery and validation for 		
		  cancer immunotherapy in mice and humanized mice	 G. Marodon (FR)	
	 15.00-15.30	 Genetic determinants of immune response in breast cancer	 G. Curigliano (IT) 	
	 15.30-16.00	 Tumor-derived exosomes and their role in tumor progression	 T. Whiteside (US)

16.00-16.10	 B r e a k

16.10-18.40	 Session 4: Cancer Immune Escaspe/Resistance Mechanisms 		
	 Chairs: C. Baxevanis (GR), G. Marodon (FR) 

	 16.10-16.40	 Modulation of the immune cell repertoire in breast cancer patients 		
		  upon checkpoint inhibitor treatment 	 B. Seliger (DE)	
	 16.40-17.10	 Immunotherapy-induced immune escape	 S.H. van den Burg (NL)	
	 17.10-17.40	 Tumor HLA alterations as a mechanism of 		
		  cancer immune escape	 N. Aptsiauri (ES)	
	 17.40-18.10	 Altered tumor immunity gene functions of cancer cells	 D. Speiser (CH)	
	 18.10-18.40	 Remodeling the tumor microenvironment to improve the		
		  efficacy of immunotherapy	 P. Papageorgis (CY)
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Friday, December 4th, 2020
14.00-16.00	 Session 5: Novel Immunotherapies for Cancer		
	 Chairs: D. Mastellos (GR), B. Seliger (DE) 

	 14.00-14.30	 From vaccines to adoptive T-cell therapy and back again?	 E.M. Inderberg (NO)

	 14.30-15.00	 When failure is worse than giving up - Can CTL make a tumor 		
		  more aggressive?	 J. Wischhusen (DE)	
	 15.00-15.30	 Targeting complement in cancer immunotherapy: 		
		  are we closer to the bedside?      	   D. Mastellos (GR)

	 15.30-16.00	 TCR and CAR gene modified T cells for 		
		  the immunotherapy of cancer	 M. Nishimura (US)

16.00-16.10	 B r e a k  

16.10-17:40	 Session 6: Immune Modulation and Tumor Microenvironment		
	 Chairs: G. Ηamilos (GR), E.M. Inderberg (NO) 

	 16.10-16.40	 MDSC activity in human cancer patients	 S. Brandau (DE)	
	 16.40-17.10	 Immune modulation plus tumor ablation: priming and boosting 		
		  anti-tumor immunity in situ	 G. Adema (NL)	
	 17.10-17.40	 Deciphering the Cytokine-Signaling code	 D. Stravopodis (GR)

17.40-17.50	 B r e a k

17.50-19.40	 Session 7: Tumor microenvironment and immune regulation 		
	 (or immune suppression)		
	 Chairs: G. Adema (NL), D. Stravopodis (GR) 

	 17.50-18.20	 Modulating the immunosuppressive microenvironment 		
		  with peptide vaccines	 M.H. Andersen (DK)	
	 18.20-18.50	 The macrophages’ interaction with cancer therapy	 J. Kzhyshkowska (DE)	
	 18.50-19.40	 COVID-19: Immunotherapy, Vaccines and collateral damage	 A. Madrigal (GB)
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Saturday, December 5th, 2020
12.00-13.30	 Session 8: Immunotherapy (I)		
	 Chairs: H. Gogas (GR), A. Kotsakis (GR) 

	 12.00-12.30	 Algorithm of treatment of Melanoma	 I. Metaxas (CH)	
	 12.30-13.00	 First line treatment of recurrent or metastatic Squamous 		
		  Cell Carcinoma of the Head and Neck	 A. Argiris (GR)	
	 13.00-13.30	 Toxicity of ICIs	 D. Ziogas (GR)

13.30-13.40	 B r e a k

13.40-15.10	 Session 9: Immunotherapy (II)		
	 Chairs: D. Papadatos-Pastos (GB), O. Tsitsilonis (GR) 

	 13.40-14.10	 Predictive biomarkers for immune checkpoints inhibitors	 P. Foukas (GR)	
	 14.10-14.40	 Mechanisms of resistance to ICIs	 P. Verginis (GR)	
	 14.40-15.10	 New immunotherapy targets	 A. Patrikidou (GB)

15.10-15.20	 B r e a k

15.20-16.50	 Session 10: Immunotherapy (III)		
	 Chairs: A. Patrikidou (GB), A. Koumarianou (GR)

	 15.20-15.50	 Is there any role of ICIs in SCLC?	 K. Tsapakidis (GR)	
	 15.50-16.20	 Immunotherapy in 1st line treatment of NSCLC	 D. Papadatos-Pastos (GB)	
	 16.20-16.50	 The role of STK11 and KEAP1 in the resistance in ICIs	 F. Skoulidis (US)

16.50-17.00	 B r e a k

17.00-18.30	 Session 11: Immunotherapy (IV)		
	 Chairs: I. Pateras (GR), A. Kotsakis (GR) 

	 17.00-18.00	 Debate: The algorithm of first line immunotherapy in renal cancer		
		  • Combination of ICIs with TKIs	 M. Tsiatas (GR)	
		  • Combination of ICIs alone	 N. Pistamaltzian (GR)	
	 18.00-18.30	 The role of immunotherapy in urothelial cancer	 P. Grivas (US)

18.30-19.00	 C l o s i n g  R e m a r k s
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Faculty
Gosse Adema Professor, Chair in Molecular Immunology, Radiotherapy & OncoImmunology laboratory, Department of Radiation 
Oncology RadboudUMC, Nijmegen, The Netherlands

Mads Hald Andersen Director, Professor at National Center for Cancer Immune Therapy, Copenhagen University Hospital, Copenhagen, 
Denmark

Natalia Aptsiauri MD, PhD, Associate Professor, Department of Biochemistry, Molecular Biology III and Immunology, University 
of Granada Medical School Granada, Spain

Athanasios Argiris MD, PhD, FACP, Medical Oncologist, Director, 1st Department of Medical Oncology, Hygeia Hospital, Athens, Greece/ 
Professor, Medical Oncology, Department of Medical Oncology, Thomas Jefferson University, Philadelphia, PA, USA/ Adjunct Professor, 
University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio, Texas, USA

Margaritis Avgeris Associate Professor, Laboratory of Clinical Biochemistry - Molecular Diagnostics, Second Department of Pediatrics, 
School of Medicine, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Athens, Greece

Constantinos Baxevanis Scientific Director, Cancer Immunology and Immunotherapy Center “Agios Savvas” Hospital, Athens, Greece

Sven Brandau PhD, Professor, Head of Experimental and Translational Research, University Hospital Essen, West German Cancer 
Center, Department of Otorhinolaryngology, Essen, Germany

Giuseppe Curigliano MD, PhD, Clinical Director, Division of Early Drug Development for Innovative Therapy, Co-Chair Cancer 
Experimental Therapeutics Program, Department of Oncology and Hemato-Oncology, University of Milan, European Institute 
of Oncology, Milano, Italy

Periklis Foukas Associate Professor of Pathology, 2nd Department of Pathology, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, 
Attikon University Hospital, Athens, Greece

Helen Gogas Professor of Medical Oncology, 1st Department of Medicine, ‘‘Laiko Hospital’’, National and Kapodistrian University 
of Athens, School of Medicine, Athens, Greece

Petros Grivas MD, PhD, Medical Oncologist, Seattle Cancer Care Alliance, Clinical Director of the Genitourinary  Cancers Program, 
Associate Professor at the University of Washington School of Medicine, USA

Barbara Guinn Reader in Biomedical Sciences, University of Hull

Georgios Hamilos MD, IMBB Group Leader, Professor, Head of Clinical Microbiology Lab, School of Medicine,  University of Crete, 
Greece

Else Marit Inderberg PhD, Department of Cellular Therapy, Oslo University Hospital - The Norwegian Radium Hospital, Montebello, 
Oslo, Norway

Theodora Katsila Research Assistant Professor, Institute of Chemical Biology, National Hellenic Research Foundation

Ioannis Kostopoulos Post Doctoral Researcher, Department of biology, School of Science, National and Kapodistrian University 
of Athens, Athens, Greece

Athanasios Kotsakis MD, PhD, Associate Professor of Medical Oncology, Director of Dpt of Medical Oncology, University Hospital of 
Larisa, Thessaly, Greece

Anna Koumarianou MD, PhD in Tumor Immunotherapies, Imperial College, Consultant in Medical Oncology, 4th Department of Internal 
Medicine, Attikon University Hospital, Athens, Greece

Julia Kzhyshkowska PhD, Head of Department for Innate Immunity and Tolerance, Institute of Transfusion, Medicine and Immunology, 
University of Heidelberg, Germany”

Alejandro Madrigal MD, PhD, FRCP, FRCPath, DSc, HonDSci, FMedSci, Professor of Haematology, UCL Cancer Institute, Honorary 
Consultant, Royal Free NHS Trust, UCL Country Ambassador for México
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Gilles Marodon PhD, Research Fellow, Group Leader, Center for Immunology and Infectious Diseases (CIMI-PARIS), Faculty of 
Medicine, Sorbonne University, INSERM, CNRS, France

Dimitris Mastellos PhD, Director of Research (Researcher A), Molecular Immunology Group, Division of Biodiagnostic Sciences 
and Technologies, I/NRASTES, National Center for Scientific Research ‘‘Demokritos’’, Greece

Ioannis Metaxas Senior Physician,  Department of Oncology, Kantonsspital Graubünden, Chur, Switzerland 

Lorenzo Moretta MD, Director,  Immunology Area, Pediatric Hospital Bambino Gesù, Rome,  Emeritus Professor, University of Genova, Italy

Athanasia Mouzaki Professor of Laboratory Hematology & Transfusion Medicine, Medical School, University of Patras, Patras, Greece

Michael Nishimura PhD, Professor, Surgical Research,  Program Director, Immunologic Therapeutics, Loyola University Chicago, USA

Dionisios Papadatos Pastos MRCP(UK), PhD, Consultant in Medical Oncology, Lung Cancer and Acute Oncology, University College London 
Hospitals, The Princess Alexandra Hospital

Panos Papageorgis PhD, Associate Professor, Molecular Biology, Dean of the School of Sciences, European University Cyprus, Cyprus”

Ioannis Pateras Bsc, MD, PhD, Pathologist, Assistant Professor, Department of Histology and Embryology, Medical School, National 
and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece

Anna Patrikidou MD, PhD, DDS, BSc(HumGen)(UCL), MSc(OMFS)(UCL), FDSRCS(Eng), DU, Carcinologie Cervico-faciale (Paris), 
DU Carcinologie Clinique (Paris), Consultant Medical Oncologist, Associate Medical Director SCRI UK, Honorary Consultant Medical 
Oncologist, UCLH & Senior Clinical Lecturer, UCL Cancer Institute, Drug Development Unit, Sarah Cannon Research Institute, London, UK

Nikolaos Pistamaltzian MD, PhD, Medical Oncologist, Consultant, Oncology Dpt, ‘‘MITERA’’ Hospital, Athens,  Greece

Barbara Seliger Professor of Immunology, Institute of Medical Immunology, Martin - Luther - University Halle - Wittenberg, Halle, 
Germany

Ferdinardos Skoulidis MD, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Thoracic and Head and Neck Medical Oncology, The University 
of Texas, MD Anderson Cancer Center, USA

Daniel Speiser Professor, Expert Group Immunology, Swiss National COVID-19 Science Task Force, Department of Oncology, University of 
Lausanne, Lausanne, Switzerland

Per Thor Straten Professor, Director of the Center for Cancer Immunotherapy, University Hospital Herlev, Denmark

Efstratios Stratikos Associate Professor, Biochemistry, Department of Chemistry, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, 
Greece

Dimitris Stravopodis BSc, MSc, PhD (Howard Hughes Medical Institute Fellow), Associate Professor (Biology of the Cell & 
Development), Section of Cell Biology & Biophysics Department of Biology, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens 
(NKUA), Athens, Greece

Konstantinos Tsapakidis Medical Oncologist, University Hospital of Larissa, Greece

Marinos Tsiatas MD, PhD, BSc (Biol), Medical Oncologist, Athens Medical Center, HeCOG Immuno-Oncology working group 
coordinator, Greece

Ourania Tsitsilonis Professor in Immunology, Dept. of Animal and Human Physiology, Faculty of Biology, University of Athens, Greece

Sjoerg H. van den Burg Professor, Head Research Laboratories Medical Oncology, Head Experimental Cancer Immunology  and 
Therapy Group, Department of Medical oncology, Oncode Institute, Leiden University Medical Center, the Netherlands

Panayiotis Verginis Associate Professor Immunology/Biochemistry, School of Medicine, University of Crete, Heraklion, Greece

Teresa Whiteside Professor of Pathology, Immunology and Otolaryngology, University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute, USA

Joerg Wischhusen Professor of Experimental Tumor Immunology, University Hospital Würzburg, Department of Gynecology and 
Obstetrics, Würzburg, Germany

Dimitrios Ziogas Medical Oncologist, 1st Department of Medicine, Laiko Hospital, Athens, Greece

E - Posters
EP01 - Defining a Stromal Signature to Predict DCIS Progression 		
Niki Prekete(1), Dr Michael Allen(1), Prof Claude Chelala(2), Prof Louise Jones(1)		
(1)Centre for Tumour Biology and (2)Centre for Cancer Biomarkers and Biotherapeutics, Barts Cancer Institute, Queen Mary 
University of London, Charterhouse Square, London, EC1M6BQ, UK

EP02 - Arginase-2 and immune response in non-small-cell lung cancer		
Alexandra Giatromanolaki(1), Maria Kouroupi(1), Katerina Chlichlia(3), Michael I. Koukourakis(2) 		
(1)Department of Pathology and Department of  (2)Radiotherapy/Oncology, Medical School, Democritus University of Thrace;		
(3)Department of Molecular Biology and Genetics, Democritus University of Thrace, Alexandroupolis, Greece

EP03 - Documentation of regulatory T-cell phenotype in 		
rectal cancer draining lymph nodes		
Ioannis M. Koukourakis(2), Paschalis Chatzipantelis(1)  Maria Kouroupi(1), Konstantina Balaska(1), 	
Michael I. Koukourakis(2)  and Alexandra Giatromanolaki(1) 		
(1)Department of Pathology and Department of  (2)Radiotherapy/Oncology, Medical School, Democritus University of Thrace; 
Alexandroupolis, Greece

EP04- Poor CD68+ Macrophage infiltration of tumor stroma relates with 	
markers of anaerobic glycolysis, hypoxia and poor prognosis in 			
Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer (NSCLC)		
Alexandra Giatromanolaki , Achilleas Mitrakas, Ioannis Anestopoulos		
Department of Pathology, Democritus University of Thrace, Alexandroupolis, Greece

EP05 – The immune profile and endogenous immunity of HLA-A*02 and 		
HLA-A*24 prostate cancer patients 		
Savvas Stokidis1, Marina I. Konstantellou1, Sonia A. Perez1, Constantin N. Baxevanis1, 		
Sotirios P. Fortis1			 
1Cancer Immunology and Immunotherapy Center, Saint Savas Cancer Hospital, Athens, Greece

EP06 - Investigation of BIRC5 as a therapeutic target in paediatric and 		
adult acute myeloid leukaemia		
E. Brown1, L. Davis2, D. Venney2, K.h. Orchard3, K.I. Mills2, B. Guinn1*		
1Department of Biomedical Sciences, University of Hull, UK; 		
2Patrick G. Johnston Centre for Cancer Research, Queen’s University Belfast, UK; 		
3Department of Haematology, University Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation Trust, Southampton, UK

EP07 - Immunotherapy targets for the earlier treatment of ovarian cancer		
Kelly Grayson1*, Ghazala Khan1, Matthew Hardman2, Barbara-Ann Guinn1		
1Department of Biomedical Sciences, 2Hull York Medical School, University of Hull, England, UK
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General info
Organized by	

			 
Hellenic Society of Immuno-Oncology (HeSIO)		
5, G. Theologou Str., P.C. 11474, Athens - Greece		
www.hellenic-immunooncology.gr

Dates 			 
December 3rd - 5th, 2020

WEB SCIENTIFIC EVENT		
Kindly note that the Meeting Agenda is in local Greek time. In order to avoid any confusion we kindly ask to take 
into consideration the time differences that may occur.

Official language 			
The official language of the Meeting is English

Registration			
Τhere will be a live streaming connection through a web platform.		
You can proceed with your registration through the following link:		
https://www.scep.gr/events/events/live/

Certificate of Attendance		
Based on the latest circular of the National Drug Organization the Symposium is required to use an attendance 
tracking system. By the end of the symposium a certificate will be given to those who have attended at least 
60% of the total hours of the Scientific Program.

The event has been awarded by 		
Panhellenic Medical Association (PIS) with 18 CME - CPD credits 

Symposium Secretariat		

		
Scientific Ι Cultural Events and Publications		
T +30 210 7240039  F +30 210 7240139 		
E info@scep.gr  www.scep.gr
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